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X. Some Account of the Diftemper raging 
among the Cow-kind in the Neighbourhood 
of London, together with fome Remedies 
propofed for their Recovery by Cromwell 
Mortimer, M. D. Seer. R. S. and Fellow 
of the College of PhyJicianSj London. 

:w Nov, 2u^ I "^Hinking it my Duty, as a Phyfician, 
^745- Jl^ |.Q contribute my fmall Mite to- 

wards remedying this publick Calamity, I have been 
iat the Trouble of vifitmg fcveral of the Cow-houfes 
near the Skixts of f^ejiminfier and London, where I 
have coljected what Intimations I could from Perfons 
who have been converfant with the Cows during 
the whole Courfe of their Illnefs, have carefully 
examined feveral jfick Cows myfelf, and have feen 
two open'd. 

The great Hippocmtes did not think it beneath 

him to conllder the Diftempers of Horfes, and has left 

us an excellent Treatife on that Subject •, furely then 

it cannot derogate from the Dignity of the Profefllon 

nowadays for the moft eminent in it to lend their 

companionate Afliftance to any of the brute Crca* 

tion 5 cfpcciaUy to fuch Creatures as are more imme* 

diately of Ufe, or even Pleafure, to Man: And as 

the Price of Horfes and Dogs has of late Years been 

raifed to moft ejctravagant Rates, it is a Wonder the 

Owners of them have never been fo generous as to 

encourage Gentlemen of higher Degrees of Learning 

than the Farrier and the Cowleech to make them- 

felves acquainted with the Difeafes of Horfes, Cows, 

and other Cattle^ and to try Methods for their Releif 

and Cure, Mr. 
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Mr. Bates^ a worthy Member of this Society^ has 
given us a very particular Account of the Sicknefs 
among the Cows in 17 14. (fee ^hil. Tranf. W. i$%.) 
but he has omitted one Circumftance I remember 
myfelf, having fcen many Cows die near Bethnal^ 
Green i they commonly came to the Ponds to drink, 
were taken giddy, fell down, were convulfed, bled 
much at the JSIofe and Mouth, and fo died* 

Dr. Lobb^ a very diligent and laborious Obferver 
of what occurs in his Profcflion, as his Hiftories of 
various Cafes of the Small Pox, and his curious 
Experiments on DilTolvents of the Stone, fufficiently 
evince, has lately publiflied, in a Collcaion of Let- 
ters relating to the Plague, an Inquiry into the Qua- 
lity of theCaufe of the contagious Sickncfs among 
the Cattle: It were to be wifh'd what he propoies 
v/ere now tried *. 

As to the Diftemper now reigning among the Cat- 
tle, I am informed by the Cowkeepcrs, that a Cow 
Ihali be feemingly well, and feed heartily overnight, 
or in the Morning, and give the ufual Quantity of 
Milk 5 that in twelve Hours time they fhall all of a Hid- 
den abate in their Milk near haJf, and intirely fail 
off their Stomach, fo as neither to eat or drink, and 
then gradually lofe all their Milk. As foon as they 
perceive this, they give them a warm Mafii of Malt, 
or the following Drench : <^ Take two Ounces of 
*^ Caraway-feeds, boil them in a Quart of Water, 
" and ftrain it 5 add a Gill of White-wine, and a 
*' Quarter of a Pound of Honey/' 

Their 



* See his Letter to John Milner Efq, ^xA Commi§oner (or exar 
mining the State of the Difiem^er among the Coijos. 
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Thcif Teeth arc commonly obfcrved to be loofe 5 

for which they lance the Gums, and rub them with 
Salt and Vinegar* 

The very firft Day they have a Huskinefs, breathe 
fhorr, and wheeze, but have no great Coughs for which 
they have blooded them, [in toofmall Quantities] and 
rubbed their Nofes with Tar, but with no Succefs* 

Some hang down their Heads, and run much at 
the Nofe 1 for which they lay a Bag of fcalding hot 
Malt to their Heads, tying it between their Horns* 
This has fbmetimes relieved this Symptom, but the 
Bcafb have not recovered. 

The fccond or third Day moft of them, not all, 
fall into a Purging, groan much, and feem to be in 
great Pain. The Stools, I have feen, feem to be 
bilious, have Cakes of Jelly come away with them, 
and fome were ftreaked with Blood. They foon die 
after thefe Stools come on. 

Thofc that are kept out in the cold Air feldom 
live beyond the third Day 1 thofe that are kepxwarm 
in Houfes, and cloathed, live five, fix, or feven Days. 

Many of the Cows, I have feen, have a wild Stare 
with their Eyes$ the Whites of the Eye, and the 
Skin of the Eye-lids, looked yeilowifh : Tiieir Tongues 
look'd white $ they had no extraordinary Heat in 
their Mouths, at tlie Roots of their Horns (a Place 
where they ufually feel to judge of the Heat of Cat- 
tle), or in the Axilla or Arm-pit, if I may fo call it. 
The Mucus running from their Nofe is very thick 
and ropy: Their Milk is thick and yellow* 

In the two I have ittn open'd, the Flefh and Blood 
looked much darker coloured than ufual j the Fat of 
the firft looked yellow 5 the Lungs were much in- 
flamed in many Places, and had feveral large Blifters, 

two 
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two or three Inches over, full of Water, on their 
outward Surface : There was no Water in the T^^- 
rax^ little or none in the PerkardiMm: The Heart 
look'd well, but the Blood in it was not at all 
clodded, being exceeding fluid and dark coloured : 
The Paunch was very full of Food, and greatly dif- 
tended : The Stomach look'd well $ the Liver was 
full of fcirrhous Swellings and chalky Knobs i the 
Gall-bladder bigger than ufual $ the Gall fluid, but 
dark<olour'd i the Inteftines inflamed in many Places ^ 
the-Fat about the Kidneys was diflended widi Air $ 
the Kidneys were found, as was the Bladder and 
Uterus. This Cow was not with Calf. On oocn- 
ing the Scull there was much Water gufncd out* 

In the fecond Cow the Fat was not yellow $ the 
Lungs, Heart, Paunch, and Stomach, were like the 
former 5 the Liver was pale, flabby, not fcirrhous : 
but the Gall-bladder verv Umcy the Inteflincs in- 
flamed, and in fome Places livid 5 the fat of the 
Kidneys in this was found, but one of the Kidneys 
was mortified. This Cow was about a Month Epne 
with Calf. 

The Man who fiea*d and opened thcfc Cows faid,. 
Thefe were the general Appearances in moft he had 
flca'd^ only that in fome he found Water in the 
Ceils of the Cores of the Horns. 

They flea off the Hides, which they fay arc good 
to tan I and they fave the Fat to make Tallow oL 
The Fleaer to!d me, a poor Man made a hearty Meal 
of fome Steaks he cut off one of thefe Cows, and 
thaf he was not fick with it*. 

From 



^ I a-m affured, that a very fufficient Experiment was made in omx 
Army in Flander$ iaft Campaia in Favour of this. 
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From thcfe Circumftances I think it evident, that 
this Diftemper begins by an Inflammation of the 
Lungs, attended with a Catarrh or Flux of Humours 
from the Nofe 5 that in the Progrefs of it there 
comes on an Inflammation of the Guts, and a Purging, 
caufed by an i\crimony and Overflowing of the Gall, 
which ends in Stools tinged with Blood, exciting 
great Pain in the Bowels, and fo brings on Death. 

Bleeding (in fmali Quantities) has not been found 
effcftual, nor infliort any of the Remedies yet made 
ufe of; therefore, having a chief Regard to the ultH 
mate Effort of Nature, which feems to be to carry 
off the Diftemper by an extraordinary Difcharge of 
Gall, 1 hope the Ufe of Crocus Metdlorum^ a Me- 
dicine made ufe of with Succefs in Horfes, and a 
great Difcharger of Gall, as I have known its 
good Effects in the Jaundice in Men, may be at- 
tended with Succefs : i have therefore propofed to 
fome Cow-keepers to give to a Cow, as fooa as 
taken ill, one of the following Balls. 

'« Take Crocus Metalhrum half an Ounce* in 
Powders make it into a Ball with Dough or 
Crum of Bread moiften'd 5 give the Cow a 
<* Draught of Bran and warm Water after it, and 
^' repeat the Draught after every purging Stool." 

For the Running at the Nofe, I am told, that 
pouring a Pint of warm Vinegar, with an Ounce of 
Salt, into the Noftrils, has proved fucccfsful in 
making the Cow fneeze, and difcharge a great 
Quantity of thick yellow Mrr^x, and other Matter, 
from the Nofe, after which the Cow recover'd. 

For 



ec 



* Or more, according to the Si^e s»ad Strength of the Cow j or as 
the firft Dofe is found 10 operate* 
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Tor the Shorfncfs of Breath, I have advifed the 
giving ^^ Whale-Oil, Treacle of Sugar, each a Pint; 
^^ Flower of Brimftone four Ounces: Give it in a 
*^^ Mafh of Mair, or Bran and Water, twice or 
l^ thrice a Day/' 

For the Scouring, firft give the Crocus-Vmgc 
above-mention'd 5 then give them ev^ry fix or eight 
Hours the following Draught. 

^^ Take Whiting one Pound, bruife it; pour 
boiling Water upon it, a Quart or more 5 let 
it ftand to fettle ; pour off the clear Water, 
and fling it away 5 then put a Quart of warm 
Water to the wet Whiting ; and add Bole- 
*^ Armentac in Powder two Ounces, Venice- 
'* Treacle one Ounce, £';;?^///]i Malt-Spirits half 
'' a Pint." 

Thefe Propofals being founded upon the Appear- 
ance of the Symptoms, I hope they will be attended 
with the wifh'd-for Succefs. 



<c 
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XL y^ LeUer from Mr. D. P. Layard, 
Surgeon^ to C. Mortimer, M. D. Seer, 
R. S. inclojing an Account of a Fra&ure 
of the Os Uium^ and its Cure. 

SIR, 

Read Dec. s-TNclofed I fend you a Cafe, which, as 
»745- j^ ^j^^ Learned Heifter obfervcs, rarely 

Z z z happens. 



